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GCSE Pathways: Achieving Excellence

Aims of the Oakbank Curriculum
• Inspires students

• Prepares students 

• Provides balance to their curriculum diet

Initial Preferences
• Gathers data on student’s thoughts 

• Provide coherent learning packages
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Core Curriculum

Pathway English Maths Science

Blue GCSE English 
Language
GCSE English 
Literature

GCSE Maths GCSE Triple 
Science*

Green GCSE English 
Language
GCSE English 
Literature

GCSE Maths GCSE Combined 
Science

Yellow GCSE English 
Language
GCSE English 
Literature

GCSE Maths GCSE Combined 
Science
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Additional Curriculum

Pathway Subject 1 Subject 2 Open

Blue GCSE History
GCSE Geography

GCSE History
GCSE Geography
GCSE French
GCSE RE

All subjects

Green GCSE History
GCSE Geography

All subjects

Yellow Literacy
Numeracy

All Subjects Alterative learning 
package
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Progress 8 and Grading

Top 10% 

Students will need 
to retake 

English/maths

65% of students
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Options online is accessed via your web browser:
https://www.sims-options.co.uk/ 

Submitting your subject preferences
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Pick the 
subjects you 
wish to study 
in order. 

Subjects will change 
colour and appear 
here.

Remember to pick a 
reserve choice.



Partner Business Manager

MATT NICHOLLS



My journey

2016 2018 2018-19 Sep 2019



What is an apprenticeship? Why HPE?

Apprenticeship

80% Day job

20
%

Coursework

Independence and responsibility

Career progression and 
opportunities

Working for a reputable company

Practical learning

Earn while learning

Fun events & occasions



EARLY CAREER PROGRAM AREAS

HPEcareers.com

Apprenticeships

Internships

Graduates

T-Levels

https://www.hpe.com/uk/en/about/jobs.html


3 Year Program

Soft Skills

• Communication
• Teamwork
• Presentation
• Emotional 

Intelligence
• Organisation

Mindset
• Development and 

progression
• Positivity
• Character Styles
• Support Network
• Mentoring

Wellbeing
• Mental Health
• Work Life Balance
• Health & Fitness
• Social Impact 
• Money Management

Business 
Development

• Role & Industry 
specific training

• Product & Services 
Training

• Financial Acumen 

EARLY CAREER PROGRAM - APPRENTICESHIPS

Why HPE?





HPE is committed

Industry leader
in sustainability practices

End-to-end
sustainable IT strategy

Global expertise
and partner ecosystem

#1 ranking, 2020

#1 ranking,2020 

#1 ranking, 2019 & 2020 

7th consecutive year



OUR PEOPLE

16

ADVANCING THE WAY
PEOPLE LIVE AND WORK

Hours volunteered in 
local communities

Vice Presidents and 
Directors are women

32%

60,000

Employees are women

23%

1M + 
Employee combined 
years of service588,596

2020 America’s Most Just 
Companies, Industry Leader

2020 Bloomberg 
Gender Equality Index

employees

2021 World’s Most 
Ethical Companies



WHERE TO 
FIND US

Winnersh Office
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Making the right choice? 

✓Your capacity to work and manage your 
time over the full two years – Can you 
cope?

✓Your ability to complete the course

✓Your preferred teaching and learning style 
– will NEA work for you?

✓Ensuring a balanced choice

✓Range of progression opportunities

Frequently Asked Questions

Who can help me make the right choice?

Do I really have a free choice?

Will I get all my first choices?
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Important Dates
Options Evening 9th March 2023

Information and guidance evening including a subject market place and a 

presentation about Key Stage 4 pathways. Option booklets given out.

Pathway details confirmed By 17th March 2023

Individual communication will confirm the guided pathway for each student, details 

about how to submit subject preferences and associated deadlines. 

Subject Preferences Submitted Easter Holidays

Individual student’s subject preferences submitted via the Options Online platform

Final Confirmation of subject allocations Middle of June 2023

Individual communication confirming KS4 subject choices for each student

✓
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The Subject 
Market Place

Drama

PE

Music

French

Science

Humanities

iMedia Main 
Hall

Technology 
& 

Hospitality

Art & 
Design

Careers 
Advice
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